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The University of Tennessee College of Social Work
Welcomes Dean Karen Sowers
~f1~f1~
social work education. and
juvenile delinquency.
Sowers began her
social work practice in the
mid-70s as a consultant to the
Community Health Board of
Central Florida. While there.
she acted as a grant consultant and trainer for community
and state agencies that
delivered mental health and
alcoholism services to the
indigent. From 1977 to 1979
she worked as a clinical social
worker and as the interim
director of a program for
Dean Karen Sowers joined the College of Social
women
who were the victims
Work on August 9, 1997.
of domestic violence. In 1979.
Sowers began her distinguished career
as an academician. first as an Assistant
he College of Social Work gained a
professor of social work at Winthrop
new dean just as students were
returning to classes last fall semester.
College in Rock Hill. South Carolina.
then as a teaching fellow at the Florida
Karen Sowers. PhD. came to UT from
State University School of Social Work.
Florida International University in
North Miami. where she was director
In 1986. she became an
assistant professor of social work and
of the School of Social Work.
"We interviewed several
the baccalaureate program director at
Florida International University. She was
excellent candidates. and Dr. Sowers
emerged as the individual best suited to promoted to associate professor. with
lead our statewide social work program tenure. in 1991. and then was named
director of the program at Florida
into the 21 st century. " said John G.
International in 1994.
Peters. vice chancellor for academic
In her years as a professor and
affairs.
administrator. she has authored more
Sowers directs the College's
than 50 professional papers and books.
programs in Nashville and Memphis as
well as in Knoxville. "It's a complicated
A NEW FOCUS FOR THE CSW
program that she's come in to adminisDean Sowers is taking on the leadership
ter," says Judy Fiene. who is acting
of the College at a time when social
associate dean of the College of Social
work is undergoing profound change.
Work.
Sowers earned her bachelor's
and she looks forward to meeting the
challenges of helping educate students
degree in sociology at the University of
become a force in shaping the future.
Central Florida and received both of
"Many in the profession today
her advanced degrees from Florida
voice concern about the drastic changes
State University. Her primary areas of
occurring in the delivery of human
research have been the evaluation of
social work practice, child sexual abuse. services." she says. "Historically. social

T

work has always been in flux." she adds.
"It is our ethical responsibility to
continue to advocate for service
delivery systems that are humane and
that meet the needs of the most
vulnerable and oppressed."
Sowers states that another
challenge that faces the College is giving
students the tools they need to keep
up with the latest information. To
achieve this goal. one of her first
achievements was to hire a manager of
computer and information technology

and expand the College's computer lab.
"Knowledge can be transmitted very rapidly today. and it becomes
quickly outdated." explains Sowers. "A
very important objective of our
program is to teach students critical
thinking skills and to equip them with
the ability to access large amounts of
data. synthesize and integrate research
findings. and apply information appropriately to practice."
Margot Morrow Is the editor of Stimulus.

Families First: Past, Present,
and Future
~~~D~
W elfare reform has made headline
news in Tennessee and has affected the
lives of countless social work professionals across the state in the past few
years. But Tennessee has not been
alone in implementing sweeping change.
On August 22. 1996. when President
Clinton signed into law the Personal
Responsibility and Work Opportunity
Reconciliation Act of 1996. this
legislation marked the end of 60 years
of national social policy and the
beginning of a major overhaul of the
United States welfare system.
When the bill went into effect
on July I. 1997. it ended the AFDC.
JOBS. and Emergency Assistance
programs and called for the creation of
the Temporary Assistance to Needy
Families (TANF) Block Grant. Under
this grant. individual states were asked
to design welfare programs that require
customers to work in order to receive
benefits. States were given until July I.
1997. to submit their plans for the use

of T ANF funds. Tennessee applied for
and received a waiver to implement its
own plan rather than follow federal
welfare-reform legislation.
NATIONAL GOALS
The basic purposes of TANF is to
provide assistance to needy families so
that children can be cared for in their
own homes; to reduce dependency by
promoting job preparation. work. and
marriage; to prevent out-of-wedlock
pregnancies; and to encourage the
formation and maintenance of twoparent families. This legislation calls for
states to limit assistance to recipients
to five years. although states can set
shorter time limits. Other provisions of
TANF are that unmarried teen parents
must stay in school and live at home or
in an adult-supervised setting; people
who have ever been convicted of a
drug-related felony are banned from
T ANF and the food stamp program for
life. although states can opt out of this
(continued on page 3)

